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2020: THE 90TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FIRST OIV AWARDS 
An award created “to publish a leaflet promoting wine consumption 
aimed at school children all around the world”. 
 
 

In 1930, in issue no. 24 of the “BULLETIN INTERNATIONAL DU VIN”, the OIV – then the “International 
Wine Office”, founded on 29 November 1924 – publishes regulations governing the first OIV Awards (1) 
 

 
This is a call for applications, firstly, to write text and captions in French or in one of the languages of 
the OIV “member” countries, and secondly, to illustrate this “promotional leaflet” in support of wine 
and its health benefits, entitled: “The Truth about Wine”. Candidates are required to indicate the 
various virtues of drinking wine from “early childhood”: as a “tonic” or “medicinal vehicle in small doses 
as prescribed by a doctor”. Then they are to specify that, from the age of 10-12, “moderate doses of wine 
should form part of main meals”. Finally, they are instructed that, for adults, specifically “healthy 
individuals ... all the reasons in favour of using this beverage should be emphasised”. 
 
“The Awards to be given out will be: one prize of 5,000 francs and two of 1,000 francs.” 

 

 
 

In France, in the context of 
the struggle against the 
prohibitionist laws enacted by 
the United States, all 1930s 
promotional campaigns in 
support of (moderate) wine 
consumption are illustrated 
by this quote from Louis 
Pasteur: “Wine is the most 
healthful and most hygienic of 
beverages." 
Below: a “Bon Point” bearing 
an image of Louis Pasteur (the 
“Bon Point” was a reward 
given to good students in 
schools). 

 

 
 

 
 

NB: The O.I.V.’s Bulletins were published only in French. 
. 

 
 

(1) All of the competition regulations are set out in O.I.V. Bulletin no. 24, 1930, p. 88 onwards / Site PANDOR UNIVERSITÉ DE BOURGOGNE 
https://pandor.u-bourgogne.fr/ 

 

 

https://pandor.u-bourgogne.fr/ead.html?id=FRMSH021_00019#!{"content":["FRMSH021_00019_e0000029",true,""]}
https://pandor.u-bourgogne.fr/
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The leaflet is to be drafted 
based on the principles of 

the “hygienic value of wine”, 
describing “useful substances 

contained in wine”, and 
citing the “long lifespan of 

people who have drunk wine 
in moderation”. However,  
it is to be pointed out that 

“wine, drank in excess, … 
may lead to problems … such 

as drunkenness … or … 
alcoholism”. 

 

 

 
The International 
Wine Office wants 
the leaflet to 
demonstrate that 
prohibitionist laws 
“are prejudicial to 
natural law...” 

 
 

 

Wine promotion posters from the era 

  
 

 

 
A discussion by the Committee of the Office, recorded in Bulletin no. 27 from 
August 1930, will determine the appointment of members of the Jury who 
will be tasked with examining the submitted manuscripts. 
The Jury will be composed of two or three representatives from the Office 
and four or five “outstanding personalities capable of appreciating our 
project”, “prominent in the literary and scientific world”; writers such as Mr 
Marcel Prévost and Dr Maurice de Fleury … but also someone “in a position to 
judge the value of the work from an advertising perspective”. 
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The creation of the O.I.V. Awards as a permanent competition 
on 11 December 1930 

 

 

 

(2) During the 2nd session on Thursday 11 
December 1930, Mr Edouard Barthe, the 
President of O.I.V., submits an initial 
resolution he has drafted following the 
previous day’s discussion, concerning the 
creation of a permanent competition with 
the aim of recognising the “best original 
works” in the scientific categories. 

 
The Committee of the Office wants to set up 
“an award to be presented to whoever found the 
best process for detecting sugar addition”. 
All of the Committee members agree to the 
“following principle: to encourage research that 
could be useful for global viticulture”. 

The unique award, award of honour, or “annual 
Grand Prix” is then envisaged, which “would be 

sought after by scholars”. 
There would also be “encouragements given to 

authors with discoveries of lesser importance”, for 
which there would be “prizes of varying value”. 

 
 

 
Edouard Barthe 

« The government deputy 
for wine », 

1st President of the 
l’O.I.V. 

The session ends with the adoption of the resolution, with amendments 
from the member country representatives present: Mr Barthe, Mr Royo, Mr 
Hue (Colonel), Mr Odobestiano, Mr Capus (Ministre), Mr De Lima Santos, Mr 
Ginestet, Mr Clasen, Mr Peter-Pirkham, Mr De Vladar, Mr De Séguier, Mr 
Samarakis, Mr Von Malzan.* 
 

 

 
 

*13 Member States of the International Vine and Wine Office in 1930: Algeria DZ, Germany DE, Austria AT, Spain ES, France FR, 
Greece GR, Hungary HU, Luxembourg LU, Morocco MA, Portugal PT, Tunisia TN, Yugoslav Kingdom YU, Romania RO. 

 

(2) Bulletin no. 32, 1931, p. 128 onwards  / Site PANDOR UNIVERSITÉ DE BOURGOGNE https://pandor.u-bourgogne.fr/ 

https://pandor.u-bourgogne.fr/ead.html?id=FRMSH021_00019#!{"content":["FRMSH021_00019_e0000029",true,""]}
https://pandor.u-bourgogne.fr/
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Encouragement prizes will be awarded to “promotional” works 
and “medical studies”. 

 

For the 1st “Palmares” (3), published in 1931, there will to be no 15,000 franc prize, since “none 
of the works presented are significant enough to qualify for this award”, which “should recognise 
a complete work by an oenology scholar or wine chemist”. 
 

 
 

(3) Bulletin no. 45, 1932, p. 173 onwards / Site PANDOR UNIVERSITÉ DE BOURGOGNE https://pandor.u-bourgogne.fr/ 

https://pandor.u-bourgogne.fr/ead.html?id=FRMSH021_00019#!{"content":["FRMSH021_00019_e0000029",true,""]}
https://pandor.u-bourgogne.fr/
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The need to communicate about the conditions for the O.I.V. Awards 
is recognised, even “within the O.I.V. itself”. 
 

 

 
 

 
In Bulletin no. 52 from 
September 1932, the call 
for submissions for the 
O.I.V. Awards is 
published. 
 
A total of 16 works “have 
been registered 
to compete for 
encouragement awards”. 
 

 

Once again, 
as in 1931, 
none of the 1932 
“Palmares” 
will to be given 
the 15,000 franc 
prize… 
 

“because no work in wine chemistry or oenology 
has been submitted”. 

 

No work relating to 
“a process for 
detecting the 

addition of sugar to 
must or wine” has 

been presented 
either. 

. 

A “special award” is given outside of the 
encouragement awards to Mr Von Basserman-Jordan 
“for the collective body of his work”. 
A bronze plaquette is awarded in addition to the cash 
prize, at the request of Colonel Hue. 
The President has highlighted the “representation of 
a number of countries among the winners”. 
 

Unfortunately, other works could have 
been submitted… “But the fear of entering 

a competition held candidates back ....” “Most 
... believed it was obligatory for works 

to be submitted in French.” 
Yet “there was never any question of solely 

rewarding works written in French”. 
 

 

 

 
In 1932, the Commission 
“has asked for encouragement 
awards to be attributed 
only to works printed and 
published during the year or 
at most two years prior 
to the rewarding of prizes”. 
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“In any case, we give an award in recognition of the value and significance 
of the work itself.” 
 

 

 
This 1932 Commission 
covers several essential 
points that will lay the 
groundwork for the 
establishment of the 
fundamental principles 
behind the O.I.V. 
Awards. 
“It’s being an O.I.V. Award 
winner that is of great 
interest to many,” the 
President reiterates. 
 
A discussion is ensued 
on the terms to use so as 
not to devalue or 
discredit works of 
recognised quality... 
The President cites the 
“Pamphlet des Pamphlets” 
by Paul-Louis Courier: 
“The masterpiece does 
not reside in the number 
of pages, but in what is 
contained in these pages.” 
 
Rewarding, honouring, 
and even actively 
encouraging 
perseverance is fair and 
in the interest of the 
O.I.V. 
 
This is not forgetting 
that “it is not the people 
who should interest us, 
but simply the ideas”. 
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Thanks to the renown of the OIV Awards, a world reference for publications on 
vine and wine, an exceptional document base has been enriched with new 
additions every year since 1930. 
 

 
 
Hundreds of publications make up the International Organisation of Vine and Wine’s library. 
 
Now 90 years after the creation of the OIV Awards, the works of all authors who have participated 
in the OIV Awards since 1930 have been added to a considerable international bibliographic 
collection dedicated to vine and wine. 
Since 2017, digital formats of the works are also stored in the OIV’s digital library. 
 
Now more than ever, the OIV Award Jury makes its final decisions on granting awards with the 
greatest respect for the values and fundamental principles upheld and established by the Committee 
of the International Vine Office in the 1930s. 
 
The passion, commitment, relevance of ideas and great open-mindedness of the Office’s Committee 
members allowed the OIV Awards to flexibly develop over the past 90 years. 
Regular adaptation to developments in the vitivinicultural sector, and the exceptions made in the 
initial “regulations” of the biggest international competition for publications on vine and wine, make 
it possible even today for the OIV Awards to recognise the best works with impartiality and to truly 
encourage authors to persevere – with the common aim of defending the interests of the sector and 
disseminating knowledge about vine and wine. 
 

 

 

 


